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AN UNWRITTEN CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE SIEGE OF BOSTON. 

Contributions op the Society of Friends op Philadelphia for the relief 
of the Boston sufferers in the winter of 1775-76. 

In " The New England Historical and Genealogical Kegister," for July, 
1876, Mr. Albert H. Hoyt contributed a list of the " donations to the people 
of Boston suffering under the Port-bill," which forms an interesting supple- 
ment to the correspondence of the committee appointed to receive such 
donations, published in the 4th volume, 4th series, of the collections of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and admirably edited by Mr. Bichard 
Frothingham. Both the correspondence of the committee and the list 
furnished by Mr. Hoyt close about the time of the battle of Lexington, when 
the privations in the neighborhood of Boston may be said to have been 
caused more directly by the siege of that town than by the action of the 
British Parliament ; in neither of these chronicles do we find reference to the 
relief sent by the Society of Friends of Philadelphia, in the winter of 1775-76, 
to be given to the sufferers in and around Boston, without regard to their 
political or religious views. 

The sum contributed by "the Philadelphia Meeting for Sufferings was 
£2540, mostly in gold. It was taken to Providence, R. I., by David Evans 
and John Parrish, and there given to a committee of the Society of that place, 
appointed for the purpose of visiting Boston to see to its proper distribution. 
Three thousand and thirty families, consisting of six thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-three persons, received aid from this fund. Of the families more 
than eight hundred were those of widows. One of the committee was the 
benevolent and excellent Moses Brown, and, although his letter giving an 
account of his visit has once appeared in print, 1 as we do not notice any 
mention of the incident of which it treats in Frothingham's Siege of Boston, 
we have no hesitation in producing it again, printing from the original now 
before us. 

Providence, 1st Mo. 2d, 1776. 
Beloved Friend "William "Wilson: 

Having this oppertunity by water, I thought of Informing 
thee that we are generally in health, and to give thee a short 
History, of a Journey I made with four others, a Committee 
from our Meeting, to Distribute your Donations ; the Com- 

1 In " The Friend," Philadelphia, ninth month 15, 1849. 
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■mittee appointed when our Friends David Evans and John 
Parish- were here, not going by reason of Sickness and other 
hinderance'sT''- Our Meeting for Sufferances renewed it and we 
set off for the Eastward the 13th Ultimo, reached Cambridge 
the 14th and presented our Address to General "Washington, 1 
(a copy of which David Evans took with him) he received us 
kindly but declined permitting us to go into Boston, saying 
he had made it a rule not to let any go in, unless it was a 
"Woman separated from her Husband or the like ; but how- 
ever, Showed a readiness, to further the designed distribution 
by proposing to send for some of our Friends to come out 
upon the lines, and gave us orders for a Flag, for a Conferance 

1 The following address was the one prepared for the first committee 
appointed ; it is doubtless the same as that used by Moses Brown and his 
associates.— See The Friend, 9th mo. 8, 1849. 

'•From our Meeting for Sufferings of the people called Quakers, held at 

Providence, 21st of Uth month, 1775. 

To General Washington : 

" As visiting the fatherless and the widows, and relieving the distressed, 
by feeding the hungry and clothing the naked, is the subject of this address ; 
we cannot doubt of thy attention to our representation, and request in their 
behalf. 

" The principle of benevolence and humanity exciting our brethren in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey to contribute and send to our care a con- 
siderable sum of money, to be distributed among such sufferers as are by the 
present unhappy difficulties reduced to necessitous circumstances, without 
distinction of sects or parties, provided they are not active in carrying on or 
promoting military measures (so that our religious testimony against wars 
and fightings may be preserved pure) ; and we being sensible there are many 
such within as well as without the town of Boston— and being desirous of 
finding those that are most needy there as well as without, desire thy favorable 
assistance in getting into the town — that they may be visited and relieved 
in such manner as the bearers thereof, Moses Farnum, Isaac Lawton, David 
Buffum, Theophilus Shove, Jr., and Jeremiah Hacker, whom we have 
appointed a committee for that service may think proper ; and when their 
Christian services are accomplished, to be allowed to return to their families 
in safety. 

" Sorrowfully affected with the present calamities, and feeling an engage- 
ment on our minds so to demean ourselves, as becomes those who profess to 
walk humbly and peaceably with all men. We are, 

Tht Friends." 
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with them ; as the Small Pox was in Town by innoculation 
generally, and only two of us had had it, our not being 
allowed to go in seemed but a small or no disappointment. 1 
"We sent General Howe a similar Address to that delivered to 
General "Washington with a Letter Informing him of our not 
going in for the reason above Mentioned, and desiring his 
permission, to let our Friends James Pramor 2 and Ebenezer 
Pope meet us Upon the Lines, to whome we wrote under cover 
to the General ; to which he answered by his Aidde Camp, 
that our request could not be granted but that he would direct 
the Sheriff to meet and Confer with us, at any hour we should 
appoint : this at first seem'd rather close upon us, but sup- 
posing he had his reasons for his Conduct as well as General 
"Washington we were easy and embraced his proposals, and 
sending in my Name to an officer with whome I had some 
acquaintance (Major Small 3 a kind and humane man at least) 
he, with the Sheriff meet us in the morning of the 15th ; but 
the Evening before concluding the proper distribution uncer- 
tain and being unacquainted with the Sheriff, wrote our 
Friends of our disapointment in not Seeing them &c. ; And 
instead of the Money sent in a Draft for £100 Only, after 
a Conference opening the intention of the Donation, and 
benevolent intention of Friends therein, without regard to the 
promotion of Parties, as had been Misapprehended, and finding 

1 " The small-pox broke out and spread alarm through the troops who 
were generally inoculated. The British commanders considered this disease 
alone as a sufficient protection against an assault from their antagonists." 
"Washington wrote regarding it (Dec. 14, 1875), " The small-pox raged all 
over the town. Such of the military as had it not before are now under 
inoculation. This I apprehend is a weapon of defence they are using 
against us." 

2 Obscure in the MS. — possibly Eainor 'See The Friend, too. 15th, 

1849. 

3 John Small, the officer who is pictured in Trumbull's painting of the 
battle of Bunker Hill in the act of endeavoring to save the life of the unfor- 
tunate Warren. He saw considerable service in America previous to the 
Eevolution, and subsequent to it was a general in the British army. While 
stationed in Philadelphia before the war he was a boarder in the old slate 
roof house on 2d Street, when occupied by Mrs. Graydon, the mother of 
Capt. Alexander Graydon. 
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a disposition in the Sheriff, to favor the Intention, we proposed 
if they thought a further sum could be usefully applied, 
agreeable to our purpose we would send it in, as we had it 
with us, but they declining giving us any Opinion of the state 
of the poor (only saying it was not so distressing as was 
represented without) we refered the matter till we had 
accounts out from our Friends, 1 which thy kindly offered their 
Assistance to procure, after they had Distributed the sum sent 
in and forward us out when done, which I now daily expect, 
having on our return wrote them in and Spoke to the officer 
Quartered at the advance works to forward by the first oppor- 
nity. All around the Encampment is one Scene of Desolation, 
fruit, Range and other trees, fences &c. Some Buildings taken 
Smooth away, the Town of Cambridge so crowded no Lodgings 
to be had, that we were Oblieged to lay by the fire, Uncovered 
but with our own Clothes, partly on the floor and partly on an 
underbed of Straw, this trial, (new to me), Seemd Necessary 
to fit us for our Journey, by giving a Sympathy with those 
we had to Visit who had not the comforts of life. "We got to 
Lynn on 7th day evening, being the 16th stay'd to Meeting 
next day and went to salem. friends of both places generally 
well: 18th, Visited Marblehead, Assembled the Select men and 
letting them into our Business of Visiting the poor, &c. ; 
devided into three Companies, a Select Man attending Each, 
we went to House to House of the poor, seeing and Enquiring 
their Circumstances and where need required and they were 
within the Intention of the Donation we relieved, avoiding 
those families that did not come within, as well as the 
Guides could Inform us. We found great poverty to abound, 
Numbers of widdows and fatherless, wood and provisions 
greatly wanting among them, Some poor women had to back 
the former two Miles. An Instance of this was a widow 

• " The distress of the troops and inhabitants, in Boston, is great beyond 
all possible description, neither vegetables, flour, nor pulse for the inhabitants 
and the king's stores so very short none can be spared for them ; no fuel, and 
the winter set in remarkably severe. Even salt provision is fifteen pence, 
sterling per pound." — Letter quoted in Frothingham's Siege of Boston, 
page 280. 
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woman with five Children and as shee told us and Indeed 
appeared, daily looked to lie in with another had been out in 
a Cold day more than that distance for what she could bring, 
and had no bread in the House. She was one who we gladly 
relieved, but thou will not conclude all were Objects of Such 
Commiseration. She appeared a tender hearted woman In- 
deed. She was Contrited into Tears at our Yisit, in which 
humble State we left the truly pittiable Object for whom I at 
that Instant as at this time feele much, and when I have 
reflected upon the divers Necessitous States, since have been 
bo affected as to Conclude, had I not been favored with an 
unusual fortitude and guard upon the affections, the Service 
we went through would have been too hard to be born, but 
through favor we were preserved through the whole in a good 
Degree of Satisfaction, having Sometimes a word of Consola- 
tion, Counsel and admonition occasinonally arrising. we 
Visited this day and helped, between 60 and 70 families Mostly 
widows and Children among whom the Donation hath hitherto 
Principally fallen, not finishing there, we left it to be done by 
Jeremiah Hacker and Samuel Collins, the next day being 
the 19th divided into four Companies a Select man with Each, 
Visited Salem and in the after Noon feeling a draught further 
Eastward to Cape ann, four of us Vizt. Benjamin Arnold, 
David Buffum Thomas Lapham Junr. and my Self (leaving 
Thomas Steer to finish at Salem) Set off leaving on the way 
some relief, we got there next day being the 20th, at 10 o'Clock. 
Assembling the Selectmen and Overseers and giving them an 
account of our Errand we divided as before one of them 
Accompanying, the town being Scattering and Seven or Eight 
Miles amongst the Extremities we rode, the weather Very 
cold and windy, however the calls of the poor were so Strong 
that we bore it with patience, here it took us part of three 
days with attention, the general State of the poor here Ex- 
ceeded Marblehead about half the most welthy Inhabitants 
having removed back in the Country Leaving the poor Un- 
employed, they were very necessitous having before been poor 
when the fishery was carried on, which being now wholy 
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stopted, we here, nor with you, have very little Idea of their 
Poverty, yet their Children seemed helthy, Crawling even 
into the ashes to keep them warm, the wood, Usually coming 
by water and now wholy stopt, they could keep but little 
fires for want of wood, poverty and the want of teams in the 
place Oblieged many to fetch it here as at Marblehead, two 
Miles by Land, Bread, Corn, very Scarce. 4S for Indian 
corn, no rye the last upward of 5S per bushel from Salem 
Eastward. Some families no other bread but patatoes for 
sometime, which with Checkerberry tea was seen the only food 
for a woman with a Sucking Child at her Breast. I hope not 
many so, though I may Say it hath been a Sort of a School to 
us, for we never Saw poverty to compare with about 100 
families in this town who we Visited and relieved besides 
many poor not within the Limits of our Donation. 

By this time thou wilt conclude your Charities were in an 
Acceptable time, many were indeed of that mind and Ex- 
pressed, and Some feelingly, a Sense of Gratitude. 

The name Quaker though little known in these parts, will 
be remembered, and perhaps some may no more think it 
reproach. 

I have thought of John "Woolman's remark in his Sickness, 
of Affluence relieving in time of Sickness, this indeed was the 
case of some, for the Lame, the Aged and the Infirm was par- 
takers of your Liberality, an aged woman 96 or 97, Husband 
upwards of 80, with a Maiden daughter the Support of her 
aged Parents in times when Business could be had, received 
with a Sense of gratitude which the Silent Tear bespok, of the 
Contrition, Upon the whole I think you may be Satisfied and 
United that so far is well. May a Sense of favors be upon us 
that we have had it in our power and been possessed of a 
Heart to administer to the distressed. I mean the donars 
among you with our Selves here. I was at Point Shirly about 
4 miles from Boston where there hath been three Loads of 
People Landed from Boston, they were mostly dispersed but 
found between 30 and forty families, who were relieved, 
another friend, not having had the Small Pox attended at 
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another place in Chelsea, 1 where was about 50 persons that 
had been Cleaned by Smoking, most of which he made distri- 
bution to. My love to friends, with a Communication of any 
part of this letter that may be necessary and will be Expected. 

MOSES BROWN. 

1 "Watertown, Nov. 27. On Friday last, General Howe sent three 
hundred men, women, and children, poor of the town of Boston, over to 
Chelsea, without anything to subsist on, at this inclement season of the year, 
having, it is reported, only six cattle left in the town for Shubael Herves, 
butcher-master-general, to kill." — See Frothingharn's Siege of Boston, note, 
page 282. 



THE OATH TAKEN BY THE OFFICERS AT VALLEY FORGE. 

X James Glentworth, Lieut, of 6th Pennya. Reg. do acknowledge 
the UNITED STATES of AMERICA to be Free, Independent 
and Sovereign States, and declare that the people thereof owe no 
allegiance or obedience to George the Third, King of Great - 
Britain ; and I renounce, refuse and abjure any allegiance or obedi- 
ence to him; and I do Swear that I will, to the utmost of my 
power, support, maintain and defend the said United States against 
the said King George the Third, his heirs and successors, and his 
or their abettors, assistants and adherents, and will serve the said 
United States in the office of Lieutenant which I now hold, with 
fidelity, according to the best of my skill and understanding. 

JAMES GLENTWORTH. 
Sworn at the Valley Forge Camp \ 
this nth day of May, 1778, before me ) 
STIRLING, M. (?, 



